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Humboldt University Berlin and Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University 
 

WORKSHOP 
 

URBAN SPACES: CAUCASIAN PLACES. TRANSFORMATION S IN 
CAPITAL CITIES  

 
22.-23.09.2009 

Venue: Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University 
3 Ilia Chavchavadze avenue, 2 building  

 
Organisers: Tsypylma Darieva, Wolfgang Kaschuba, Ketevan Khutsishvili and Madlen Pilz 
 
 
 

Programme 
 
 
Monday, 21t September 2009 19.00 Meeting at Kolkhi Hotel 
 
 
Tuesday, 22d September 2009 
 
9.00 Ð 9.30   Registration 
 
9.30 Ð 9.45  Welcome by Ketevan Khutsishvili and Tsypylma Darieva 
 
 
9.45 Ð 1.00pm Panel I Toward Anthropology of Postsocialist City 

Chair: Madlen Pilz (Humboldt University, Berlin)  
Discussant: Elizabeth Dunn (University of Colorado, Boulder) 

 
9.45 Ð 10.15  Wolfgang Kaschuba  

Humboldt University, Berlin 
Sights and Signs. Urban Cultures on Stage 

 
10.15 Ð 10.45 Tsypylma Darieva  

Humboldt University, Berlin 
Is There a Postsocialist City in Transcaucasia? 

 
10.45 Ð 11.15  Coffee Break 
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11.15 Ð 11.45 Catherine Alexander  

Goldsmiths, University of London 
Reconfiguring Post-industrial Cities: a Comparison between 
Almaty and London  

 
11.45 Ð 12.15  Lado Vardosanidze  

Georgian Institute of Public Affairs, Tbilisi 
Vernacular Urban Development, Infrastructural Change and City 
Smells in Tbilisi  

 
12.15 Ð 1.00  General Discussion 
 
1.00 Ð 2.00   Lunch 
 
 
2.00 Ð 5.45  Panel II City Symbols, Old and New 

   Chair: Tsypylma Darieva (Humboldt University, Berlin) 
Discussant: Catherine Alexander (Goldsmiths, University of London) 

 
2.00 Ð 2.30  Madlen Pilz 

Humboldt University, Berlin 
Symbolic Transformation of Urban Landscape: Tbilisi City Maps 

 
2.30 Ð 3.00  Sergey Rumyansev  

Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, ÔNovatorÕ, Baku 
Baku: From ÒNew Orleans on the CaspianÓ to the Capital of  
Muslim Culture  

 
3.00 Ð 3.30   Coffee break 
 
3.30 Ð 4.00 Irakli  Pipia  

Tbilisi State University 
TbilisiÕs New Symbols and Sculptures after the Soviet Era  

 
4.00 Ð 4.30 Gayane Shagoyan  

National Academy of Sciences of Armenia, Yerevan 
ÒTo the ground and thenÉÓ Three Vectors in the Reconstruction 
of City Squares in Gyumri (Leninakan) 

 
4.30 Ð 5.00  Artyom Kosmarski  

Moscow State University 
Tashkent in the 2000s: the Loss of Locality? 
 

5.00 Ð 5.45  General Discussion 
 
6.00   Reception 
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Wednesday, 23d September 2009 
 
 
9.30 Ð 12.30  Panel III  Public Spaces and Sacred Places 

   Chair: Ketevan Khutsishvili (Tbilisi State University) 
Discussant: Tsypylma Darieva (Humboldt University, Berlin) 

 
09.30 Ð 10.00  Levon Abrahamian  

National Academy of Sciences of Armenia,  Yerevan 
Yerevan Sacra: Old and New Sacred Centres in the Urban Space  

 
10.00 Ð 10.30  Ilham Abbasov and Sevil Gusseinova  

Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, ÔNovatorÕ, Baku 
Post-Soviet Baku: Representing national Capital as Multi-Ethnic 
and Multi-Religious Space  

 
10.30 Ð 11.00  Coffee break 
 
11.00 Ð 11.30  Oleg Pachenkov  

Centre for Independent Social Research, St. Petersburg 
Urban Public Spaces and Cultures. Flea Markets in Berlin and St.  
Petersburg 

 
11.30 Ð 12.00  Hamlet Melkumyan  

National Academy of Sciences of Armenia,  Yerevan 
The Yerevan Vernissage: Creating and Presenting a New 
National and Urban Brand 

 
12.00 Ð 12.45  General Discussion 
 
12.45 Ð 2.00  Lunch 
 
 
2.00 Ð 6.00  Panel IV  Subcultures and Urban Practices 

   Chair: Susanne Fehlings, Eberhard Karls University, TŸbingen 
Discussant: Oleg Pachenkov and Madlen Pilz 

 
2.00 Ð 2.30 Stefan Kirmse 

Humboldt University, Berlin 
Looking North? Urban Youth Culture in a Southern City (Osh, 
Kyrgyzstan) 

 
2.30 Ð 3.00  Olga Brednikova  

Centre for Independent Social Research, St. Petersburg 
Reshaping Urban Landscape. Labour Migrants from Caucasus in 
 St. Petersburg 

 
3.00 Ð 3.30  Coffee Break 
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3.30 Ð 4.00  Paul Manning and Zaza Shatirishvili  

Trent University Peterborough, Tbilisi State University 
Kintos and Dolls: Representations of Low Urban Culture in 
(Post)Socialist Literature and Film  

 
4.00 Ð 4.30   Shorena Gabunia  

Heinrich Bšll Stiftung, Tbilisi 
Gay Culture and Public Places in Tbilisi 

 
4.30 Ð 5.00 Eugenia Zakharova  

Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography, St. Petersburg 
Street Corner Life. Ubani Networks and Urban Neighborhoods in 
Tbilisi  

 
5.00 Ð 6.00  Final Discussion 
 
7.00 Dinner 
 
 
 
Thursday, 24th September   
 
 
10.00 Ð 12.00  Excursion guided by Lado Vardosanidze 

Postsocialist Tbilisi: Continuities and Changes in National 
   Representations  
 
 
  
Contact: 
Tsypylma Darieva: tsypylma.darieva@staff.hu-berlin.de  
Madlen Pilz: madlen.pilz@staff.hu-berlin.de  
  
Humboldt-UniversitŠt zu Berlin  
Collaborative Research Center 
ÒChanging Representations of Social OrdersÒ  
Mohrenstr. 40/41  
D-10117 Berlin 
  
www.sfb-repraesentationen.de 
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