Scientific Network

 „Economies of Reproduction. 

Interdisciplinary Research on the History and Presence of Human Reproduction, 1750-2010“

(funded by the German Research Foundation, DFG)

Network subject:

During the last 250 years, understandings of procreation, reproduction and birth as well as those of descent, heritage and kinship have been transformed considerably. Contemporary reproductive biology and medicine now once more point to a situation of radical change. Today’s developments are characterised by ever closer entanglements between the laboratory and the clinic, pharmaceutical business and stock markets. Stem cells, embryos and gametes not only constitute ethically contested research objects; they also figure centrally within different moral, biological, social and commercial economies. The network „Economies of Reproduction“ will pursue research on the historical and actual dimensions of human reproduction in the field of life sciences (medicine and biology) and their relationship to different but overlapping economies. 15 researchers from Germany, Austria, Switzerland, the UK and the United States will put their disciplinary backgrounds in the history of medicine and science, in social sciences, anthropology, health sciences and philosophy in dialog with each other. The joint intellectual aim of the network is to relate the historical development of concepts of procreation and reproduction to their specific political, historical and social contexts. The interdisciplinary dialog will allow to identify research desiderata and explore possible lines of research for a longue-durée-history of human reproduction and its relations with economies
Network members and their projects

Ass. Prof. Dr. Caroline Arni, Historical Seminar, University of Basel, „Procreation and embryonic totality in modernity: The transformation of concepts in the human sciences“

Dr. Aditya Bharadwaj, School of Social and Political Studies, University of Edinburgh, „Hierarchies, ideologies & economies of reproduction in India” 

Sven Bergmann M.A., Dept. of European Ethnology & Graduate School „Gender as a Category of Knowledge“, Humboldt-University at Berlin, „Transnational fertility tourism“

Dr. Bettina Bock v. Wülfingen, Dept. of Cultural Studies, Humboldt-University at Berlin, „On the epistemology of the relation between instruments and model in the field of reproductive genetics during the 20th century“ 

Dr. Christina Brandt, Max Planck Institute for the History of Sciences Berlin, „Reproduction in biology. Configurations between science and culture, 1900-2000”

Dr. Axel C. Hüntelmann, Bielefeld Graduate School in History and Sociology, University of Bielefeld, „Biological economies. An archeology of growth (1770-1970)“

Dr. Antje Kampf, Ass. Prof., Dept. of the History, Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, „A historical epistemology of male reproduction in biomedicine, 1945-2000”
Dr. Michi Knecht, ColLaboratory Social Anthropology and Life Sciences, Dept. of European Ethnology and Collaborative Research Unit 640, Representations of Changing Social Order, Humboldt-University at Berlin, „Vital economies. A comparative ethnography on the (re)production of values in sperm banks in Germany, Denmark and the US”
Dr. Kimberley, J. Leighton, Ass. Prof., Department of Philosophy and Religion, American University (Washington D.C.), „Genealogical bewilderment: The ethics of self-knowledge and reproduction in the age of genetics”
Dr. habil. Susanne Lettow, Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna, „‘Reproduction‘ between biology, political economy and philosophy: Natural philosophy around 1800”
Dr. Christine Loytved, Faculty for Human Sciences, University of Osnabrück, „Contested times – Tendencies in the temporal regulation of pregnancy and birth, 1750 – 1970“, (joint project with Bettina Wahrig); subproject: „Case study on the emergence and transformation of the Naegel theorem. The instrumentalization and rationalization of gestation“ 

Dr. Martina Schlünder, Institute for the History of Medicine, Justus-Liebig-University Gießen, „From treatments of sterility to the test tube child: A history of reproductive medicine in German-speaking countries, 1900- 1990“

Shahanah Schmid M.A., BIOS (Centre for the Study of Bioscience, Biomedicine, Biotechnology and Society), London School of Economics, “Reproductive medicine in context: cultures and economies of IVF in German-speaking Switzerland”

Dr. Florence Vienne, History of Pharmacy and Science, Department for Life Sciences, Pharmacy Centre, Technical University Braunschweig, „From spermatozoas to sperm technology. A cultural history of sperm, 1776-1945“

Prof. Dr. Bettina Wahrig, History of Pharmacy and Science, Department for Life Sciences, Pharmacy Centre, Technical University Braunschweig, „Contested times – Tendencies in the temporal regulation of pregnancy and birth, 1750 – 1970“, (joint project with Christine Loytwed); subproject “Instrumentalization and temporal regulation of birth in obstetrics, 1750-1900“

Collaborators and advisors to the network:

Prof. Dr. Sarah Franklin, Associate Director BIOS-Centre, London School of Economics and Political 


Science (LSE), Professor of Social Studies of Biomedicine
Prof. Dr. Jean-Paul Gaudillière, directeur de recherche à l'Institut national de la santé et de la recherche médicale (INSERM)
Dr. Zeynep Gürtin-Broadbent, Researcher at the Centre for Family Research, University of Cambridge, and member of the Cambridge Interdisciplinary Reproduction Forum (CIRF)
Dr. Nick Hopwood, University Senior Lecturer, Department of History and Philosophy of Science,
University of Cambridge
Dr. Michelle Murphy, Ass. Prof., History Department and Institute of Women Studies and Gender Studies, University of Toronto

Liz Roberts, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Science, Technology and Society, Residential College, University of Michigan at Ann Arbor
Concept and coordination: Dr. Florence Vienne (speaker), Dr. Bettina Bock v. Wülfingen, Dr. Christina Brand, Dr. Axel Hüntelmann, Dr. Michi Knecht

Duration: 02/2010 – 01/2013
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